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Shepherd Aaron Ellis
| ellissd@mail.uc.edu   | ORCID ID: 0009-0002-9647-0885  
Research Interests
Early Modern Environmental History, Animal History, Art History, History of Science, World History   

EDUCATION
The University of Cincinnati: 2022- Present 
Degree: Doctor of Philosophy- History 	
Dissertation: “Aviaries on the Atlantic: Exotic Birds in Britain & Spain, 1550-1850” (working title)    
Exam Fields: 
· Primary Field: Early Modern Global Environmental History  
· First Minor Field: Colonial Latin America
· Second Minor Field: Tudor & Stuart Britain 
The University of Cincinnati: 2020-2022 
Degree: Master of Arts- History 	
Concentrations in European & Atlantic World History  
Thesis: “Religious Conversion in the Spanish Empire: Identity Formation in Hapsburg Spain & Baroque Mexico” 

The University of North Carolina-Asheville, Magna Cum Laude: 2016-2020  
Degree: Bachelor of Arts- History, Graduated with Distinction in History  
Minor-Philosophy	 
Thesis: “Royal Power and Faith: The Tudor Children in the English Reformation”  

Degree: Bachelor of Arts- Classical Civilizations, Graduated with Distinction in Classics/Ancient Mediterranean Studies  	
Thesis: “Isis in Roman Religion and Culture: Between Adaptation & Control”  
	
South Piedmont Community College- High School Dual Enrollment: 2014-2016
Degree: Associate of Arts	  

Publications & Interviews 
[bookmark: _Hlk21341193]“Royal Power and Faith: The Tudor Children in the English Reformation." The University of North Carolina Asheville Journal on Undergraduate Research. May 2019.  

“Transmutation and Refinement: The Metaphysics of Conversion and Alchemy in Renaissance Spain.” Renaissance Papers, Vol. 23. November 2022. 	  

“Examining the Queen’s Role in British Society and Culture.” Radio Interview with Lucy May for “Cincinnati Edition,” 91.7 WXVU Cincinnati’s NPR Station, Wednesday, September 14, 2022. 

“Eddie and Rocky Talk about the Coronation with Shepherd Aaron Ellis.” Radio Interview with Eddie & Rocky for “Eddie & Rocky,” 700 WLW Cincinnati’s News Radio, Monday, May 8, 2023.   

“Unicorns: Knowledge of the Environment and the Hispanic Mediterratlantic.” History of Knowledge: Research, Resources, and Perspectives. German Historical Institute in Washington, DC., September, 26, 2023.   



Works in progress: 
“England’s Peacocks: The Life, Ecology, and Commodification of an Introduced Species in the 16th-17th Centuries.” Animal History. Under second round of peer review as of March 12, 2025.  

“How the Tiger Got His Stripes: The Classification of a Species out of Natural History in the Long Enlightenment.” Chapter submission for an edited volume ordered by Routledge. Under peer review as of October 15, 2025. 

“Madrid’s Unknown Lady with an Orange: The Case for Mary, Princess Royal.” Renaissance Papers. Under peer review as of November 17, 2025.  

AWARDS, Fellowships, & Distinctions 
Most Outstanding Early European History Paper Award: “Royal Power and Faith: The Tudor Children in the English Reformation” Phi Alpha Theta Virginia Student Regional Conference, Liberty University, March 30, 2019.     

The Guy Cooper Award for Excellence in Classics: Distinction in Classical Studies, Best Graduating Senior Award: The University of North Carolina-Asheville Department of Ancient Mediterranean Studies, April 29, 2020.   

John K. Alexander Award for Excellence as a Teaching Assistant or Graduate Student Instructor: Awarded three times, for teaching assistance in David Stradling’s class “The History of Environmental Activism” in the Fall of 2020, as well as for work in Isaac Campos’ “Homegrown: The History of Marijuana in Mexico” in the Spring of 2021, and in Willard Sunderland’s “World History I” course in the Fall of 2024.  

Zane Miller Prize, Second Place: Awarded the second place Zane Miller prize for MA thesis, which recognizes the best research paper written by any history graduate student in an academic year, April 28, 2022. 

Niehoff Presidential Graduate Assistantship: Research fellowship provided by the University of Cincinnati, given to the best incoming Ph.D. Student, August 22, 2022. 

School of Art: DAAPcares Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Award: Awarded for the “Art History Outreach Program,” which featured my presentation “Picturing the Little Ice Age: How Art History and Environmental History Can Work Together,” April 11, 2024.  

Taft Dissertation Fellowship, 2025-2026: Fellowship relieves recipient from teaching and service requirements while retaining their stipend, and is awarded on a competitive basis to distinguished Ph.D. Candidates across the University of Cincinnati working on their dissertation, March 19, 2025. 

Selected Conference PApers & Invited Lectures  
“Dynasty, Interrupted: The Stuart Monarchy, the Protestant Reformation, and Early Nationalism”  
South Central Renaissance Conference, Pennsylvania State University, via Zoom, March 26, 2021 

“Looking for Perfection: Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque Art” 
Invited guest lecture at Thomas More University, August 23, 2021

[bookmark: _Hlk85740406]“Transmutation and Refinement: The Metaphysics of Conversion and Alchemy in Renaissance Spain” 
Southeastern Renaissance Conference, Duke University via Zoom, October 16, 2021 

“Fruit of the Seventeenth-Century Church: Proto-Nationalism in the Hispanic and British Cis-Atlantic” 
Southeastern Renaissance Conference, Winston-Salem State University via Zoom, October 1, 2022  

“Art in the Atlantic Renaissance: Style, Meaning, and Visual Literacy” 
Invited guest lecturer at Thomas More University via Zoom, January 17, 2022  

“Understanding Unicorns: Knowledge of the Unknown & Power in the Hispanic Atlantic” 
South Central Renaissance Conference, University of California- Berkley, April 29, 2023  

“A Foreign Goddess & Gender Transitions: Isis and Iphis in the English Renaissance.”
Southeastern Renaissance Conference, University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill, September 29, 2023 

“Picturing the Little Ice Age: How Art History and Environmental History Can Work Together.” 
Lecture developed with the art history department in the University of Cincinnati’s College of Design, Art, Architecture, and Planning, which uses artworks owned by the university. Lecture given on February 7, 2023. 

“Peacocks in Baroque Britain: The Ecology and Commercialization of an Introduced Species.” 
Southeastern Renaissance Conference, Citadel Military University of South Carolina, September 20, 2024.        

“Madrid’s Unknown Lady with an Orange: The Case for Mary, Princess Royal.” 
Southeastern Renaissance Conference, The University of South Carolina- Columbia, September 19, 2025.   

“Peacocks in Baroque Spain: The Cultural and Ecological Impacts of an ‘Invasive’ Species.” 
The Renaissance Society of America, San Francisco, February 19, 2026 (upcoming)

REsearch Languages
English: Native
Spanish: Proficient  
Latin: Proficient 

Professional references 
The University of Cincinnati 
Dr. David Stradling- Interim Headd of the History Department & Zane L. Miller Professor of Urban History  
david.stradling@uc.edu  

Dr. Brianna N. Leavitt-Alcántara- Associate Professor of History  
leavitba@ucmail.uc.edu   

Dr. Christopher Platts- Assistant Professor of Art History  
plattscr@ucmail.uc.edu 

The University of North Carolina- Asheville 
Dr. Alvis Dunn- Associate Professor of History 
adunn1@unca.edu  

Dr. Laurel Taylor- Senior Lecturer of Ancient Mediterranean Studies & Art  
ltaylor@unca.edu 
