Freshman Seminar: Revolutionary Women
 15-WGS-1051 
Fall 2013 Semester
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:50

60West Charlton, Room 140
Department of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, University of Cincinnati

Syllabus

Dr. Anne Sisson Runyan.

Professor, Department of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Office: 3306 French West

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 11:30am-1:30pm and by appointment (preferably email to request)
Email: anne.runyan@uc.edu
Office Phone: 556-6652 (cell: 513-706-0125 in emergencies)

Course Description   

This freshman seminar introduces students to the “revolutionary” political, social, and economic thought of diverse women over time in different parts of the world in their own words to foreground the pathbreaking intellectual and activist contributions women have made to political and social change and to encourage students to develop their own “revolutionary” thinking and practice. Thus, the course content especially focuses on fostering the baccalaureate competencies of critical thinking and social responsibility.  As a “flipped” course in which brief lecture material is presented online outside of class to enable maximum time for class discussion, group work, and collective film viewing as well as reading, oral presentation, writing, research, and experiential learning assignments, it also fosters effective communication and knowledge integration as the other baccalaureate competencies in the process of learning to access resources and develop academic skills.
In addition to fulfilling the freshman seminar requirement, this course can also count as an elective for the major or minor in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (WGSS), an interdisciplinary field of study that prepares students to challenge inequalities (based on gender, sexuality, race, class, and nationality) and promote inclusion in all contexts (from the familial to the institutional) and at all levels (from the household to global economic and political systems). Graduates apply these skills across all occupations, especially as gender and diversity awareness and analysis is in increasingly high demand whether by such global institutions as the United Nations, national advocacy groups, or local organizations as well as a range of professions from education and social services to law and medicine. Because WGSS majors and minors may choose among courses offered by faculty in many other departments as well as faculty in WGSS to fulfill their requirements, they also find it easy to double major or to pursue the minor with a range of other majors. This course particularly positions students to seek joint training in WGSS and Political Science.  Qualified WGSS majors may also pursue a WGSS 4+1 program, completing both a BA and MA in WGSS in five years, positioning them for further professional opportunities as well as doctoral training in WGSS.   
Course Objectives 
By the end of this course and its shared module, students should be able to:

Challenge narrow notions of “revolution”

List examples of women who have contributed to revolutionary political, social, and economic thought

Identify key ideas women have contributed to expanding and transforming notions of democracy, human rights and equality, peace, and economic justice

Understand the barriers to and costs of challenging unjust political, social, and economic orders and systems, particularly for women

Understand the value of challenging injustice for all people
Analyze readings and films for significant ideas and relationships among ideas over time and across cultures
Collaborate in groups to deepen and pluralize analysis of readings and films

Engage in oral presentations based on group discussions
Identify a range of campus resources for research and participation

Construct short writings and papers based on readings and research on revolutionary women
Engage in experiential learning through connections made with social change organizations
Recognize the value of developing revolutionary thinking to advance inclusion and equity in all contexts and fields of endeavor  
Required Readings and Assignments 
No texts are required for purchase. All required readings listed in the Course Outline below by week are or will be posted as pdfs or Word documents or urls on the course Blackboard site under Required Course Readings (arranged by week and within folders). Students are also required to access and review the short lectures in the form of narrated Powerpoints posted each week (except Week 1 and likely the last week or two) under Class Lectures. These are important for framing and knowledge integration and will also direct students to other resources and activities. Students should complete readings and view/hear the lecture for the week prior to the first day of the class of that week (except Week 1 and the final week). 

Required oral (presentations on group and individual work), written (discussion board posts, short research paper, and short experiential learning report) and experiential learning (as participant or interviewer) assignments, deadlines, and percentage (point) values are also listed and described in the Course Outline.  All written assignments will be submitted electronically through Blackboard and grading/feedback will be given electronically through Blackboard/email. Make sure you use computers that can access Blackboard, have speakers and up-to-date browsers, and can open pdfs, Word 2007, and Powerpoint 2007. 
Course Policies 
In this course, all informed points of view will be listened to and respectfully considered. In addition to being respectful of each other in class discussions and within groups, students are also expected to keep up with and critically engage with the readings, films, and other course materials; electronically submit completed work on time; and avoid plagiarism of any kind by appropriately documenting sources of quotations, ideas, and arguments. 

Class attendance and participation are mandatory given the amount of in-class film viewing and group discussion each week and in-class group and individual presentations assigned. While a few classes missed (when presentations not required) is understandable, more than 4 missed will result in a full final grade deduction and more than 6 will result in failure of the course without medical or other emergency documentation and making alternative arrangements for course requirements with me in such cases. Please let me know in advance if you are having problems with attendance, assignments, or course materials so I can help you in any way I can to avoid poor grades, failures, or failures to complete the course.
Assignments must be submitted by their due dates for full credit. Late discussion board posts will generally not be accepted and papers submitted late will generally result in point deductions (.5 of a point per each day late with nothing accepted more than a week late) unless there is a documented medical or other emergency/serious problem (including technical ones) of which the instructor is informed of in advance of the due date so that adjustments can be made if warranted. Given the collaborative nature of this course, it is vital that students keep up and do their fair share on time so that they are responsive to their student colleagues and do not negatively affect the work of their student colleagues. 

Blackboard support is offered by emailing blackboard@uc.edu or calling 556-1602 with any technical questions you have or problems you might experience (see also HELP button on Blackboard). You should also contact me if you are having technical, assignment, submission, health, or other course problems by email (anne.runyan@uc.edu or cell in emergencies at 513-706-0125). I will respond to queries within 48 hours and will usually complete grading within a week of submission. I will advise students if I will be out of contact or delayed for any longer period. 

All are expected to abide by the University Rules, including the Student Code of Conduct, and other documented policies of the department, college, and university related to academic integrity.  Any violation of these regulations, including acts of plagiarism or cheating, will be dealt with on an individual basis according to the severity of the misconduct.  It is each student's responsibility to know and comply with the Student Code of Conduct, which defines behavior expected of all University of Cincinnati students and behavior considered misconduct.  Sanctions and penalties are outlined.  The Code of Conduct is available in the college office and online at http://www.uc.edu/ucinfo/conduct.html Definitions of cheating, plagiarism, and penalties are in the Code of Conduct.  The definition of plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying another student's work, copying materials without proper citation, paraphrasing without proper citation and failing to cite all sources used and/or consulted.  Examples of unacceptable plagiarism can be reviewed at:  http://www.Indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html#original   

If you have any special needs related to your participation in this course, including identified visual impairment, hearing impairment, physical impairment, communication disorder, and/or specific learning disability that may influence your performance in this course, you should contact the instructor to arrange for reasonable provisions to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all requirements of this course.  At the discretion of the instructor, some accommodations may require prior approval by Disability Services.

Students can get help from the Academic Writing Center in McMicken Hall 149 by visiting http://www.uc.edu/aess/lac/writingcenter.html or calling 556-3224  to schedule an appointment or a series of appointments with a tutor.  It is important to schedule in advance and not wait until the end of the semester.  If, on the basis of initial assignments, the professor sees that a student needs a writing tutor, that student will be referred to the Writing Center.

Sally Moffitt (sally.moffitt@uc.edu) is the UC Langsam librarian specializing in women’s, gender, and sexuality studies resources and you contact her about any research assistance you might need. She will likely visit the class to outline targeted library services and the assistance she can provide.
The UC Women’s Center (see http://www.uc.edu/ucwc.html) and the UC LGBTQ Center (see http://www.uc.edu/lgbtq.html)  are excellent resources for experiential learning, offering a range of volunteer and internship opportunities which representatives who will likely visit the class will outline.
Grading (points/percentages) will follow the University schema: 93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-82 = B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72 = C-; 67-69 = D+; 63-66 = D; 60-62 = D-; below 60 = F

Any alerts about new course information/instructions will be done through Blackboard announcements and/or email.

Course Outline (subject to some change)
Week 1 
August 27:  Course Introductions and Thinking about Revolutions
August 29:  Rethinking Revolutions from Feminist Perspectives
Readings to complete before 8/29:
Lindgren, April. 1993. “Feminism is a Powerful Revolution,” Ottawa Citizen, 8 March, p. A9.
Gornick, Vivian. 1990. “Who Says We Haven’t Made a Revolution? A Feminist Takes Stock,” New York Times, 15 April, p. A24.
Assignment: 

Post a short response (a paragraph or two) to the following questions on the Week 1 Blackboard Discussion Board Forum before 8/29: What does the word “revolution” mean to you? What images do you have of it? (Worth 5%)
Module One:  Women and Political Revolutions
Week 2 (Sept. 3, 5) Women and Liberal Revolutions
Readings to complete before 9/3:  
Olympe DeGouges, “Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen” (1791)
Mary Wollstonecraft, From “A Vindication of the Rights of Women” (1790)
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments” (1848)

National Organization of Women, “Statement of Purpose” (1966)

Film to be viewed in 9/3 class : Iron Jawed Angels
Group Assignment for 9/5:

Groups formed during Week 1 will each be assigned one of the readings for this week for close reading, will discuss this reading and the film among themselves (15 minutes), and then present to the rest of the class (10 minutes per group) on 1) what they found revolutionary for the times (and even now) about the ideas and political claims made in the document that contributes to attempts to extend and transform notions of liberal democracy and 2) how they saw some of these ideas put into action in the film and with what consequences. Open class discussion on the relationships among readings and film will be held for the final 20 minutes.  (Group presentations worth 5%: individuals receive group grade)  
Week 3 (Sept. 10, 12) Women and Abolitionist Revolutions
Readings to complete by 9/10:
Olympe DeGouges, “Reflections on Negroes” (1788) 

Angelina Grimke, “Appeal to the Christian Women of the South” (1836)

Soujourner Truth, “Ain’t  I a Woman” (1851) 

Ida B.Wells, “Lynching and the Excuse for It” (1901)
Film clips to be viewed in class on 9/10:  The Abolitionists, Part 1

Group Assignment for 9/12:

Groups formed during Week 1 will each be assigned one of the readings for this week for close reading, will discuss this reading and the film among themselves (15 minutes), and then present to the rest of the class (10 minutes per group) on 1) what they found revolutionary for the times (and even now) about the ideas and political claims made in the document that contributes to attempts to extend and transform notions of racial justice and human rights 2) how they saw some of these ideas put into action in the film and with what consequences. Open class discussion on the relationships among readings and film will be held for the final 20 minutes.  (Group presentations worth 5%: individuals receive group grade)  
Week 4 (Sept. 17, 19) Women and Socialist Revolutions
Readings to be completed by 9/17:
Flora Tristan, “The Workers’ Union” (1843)

Emma Goldman, “The Traffic in Women” (1910)

Alexandra Kollontai, “Working Woman and Mother” (early 1914)

Crystal Eastman, “Now We Can Begin” (1919)
Film to be viewed in class on 9/17:  Reds

Group Assignment for 9/19:

Groups formed during Week 1 will each be assigned one of the readings for this week for close reading, will discuss this reading and the film among themselves (15 minutes), and then present to the rest of the class (10 minutes per group) on 1) what they found revolutionary for the times (and even now) about the ideas and political claims made in the document that contributes to attempts to extend and transform notions of class politics and economic justice 2) how they saw some of these ideas put into action in the film and with what consequences. Open class discussion on the relationships among readings and film will be held for the final 20 minutes.  (Group presentations worth 5%: individuals receive group grade)   

Week 5 (Sept. 24, 26)  Women and Anti-Colonial/National Liberation Revolutions
Readings to be completed by 9/24: 
Excerpts from Sandinos Daughters (1981) edited by Margaret Randall 
Excerpts from Women in the Middle East (1987) edited by Khamsin
Film/film clips to be viewed in class on 9/26: Possibly Sex and the Sandinistas (and/or YouTube shorts) and excerpts from The Battle of Algiers

Group Assignment for 9/26:

Groups formed during Week 1 will discuss the issue of women’s political violence in revolutions in terms of 1) challenging gender assumptions and 2) making revolutions against colonists/dictators possible  (10 minutes), and then present to the rest of the class their thoughts (5 minutes per group). Open class discussion about this issue and others arising from the readings and films this week and in this module will be held for remainder of class.  (Group presentations worth 5%: individuals receive group grade)  
Module Two:  Women and Feminist Revolutions (in US/West)
          

Week 6 (Oct. 1, 3) Radical Women and Feminism 
Readings to be completed by 10/1:
Simone DeBeauvoir, excerpts from The Second Sex (1952)
Jo Freeman, “Bitch Manifesto” (1968)

Redstockings, “Redstockings Manifesto” (1969)  
Radicalesbians, “The Woman-Identified Woman” (1970)
Film to be viewed in class on 10/1: Born in Flames
Assignment due 10/1:
On the Blackboard Discussion Board Forum for Week 6, post an about 250-word (equivalent of about 1 double-spaced page) response to this week’s readings in which you 1) address what you find most “radical” about the ideas expressed in the readings for this week and 2) relate at least one key argument about women’s liberation from one or more of the readings this week to an argument made by one or more authors we read during Module One about women’s emancipation, noting symmetries and/or advances in arguments for major societal change from the first wave to the second of feminist revolutions. (Worth 10% per individual post) 

On 10/3, new groups will be formed for Module 2 to discuss the postings of group members and any new insights from film (20 minutes), and during the rest of class we will have open discussion on the readings and film. 
Week 7 (Oct. 10—Oct 8 is a Reading Day when classes suspended) Black Women and Feminism
Readings to be completed by 10/10:
Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement” (1977)

Audre Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House” (1983)

Angela Davis, excerpts from The Angela Y. Davis Reader edited by Joy James (1998)
Assignment due 10/10:

On the Blackboard Discussion Board Forum for Week 7, post an about 250-word (equivalent of about 1 double-spaced page) response to this week’s readings in which you 1) address a couple of ways in which more contemporary Black feminism is related to the legacies of Abolitionist feminism covered in Module One and 2) comment on how Black feminism challenges the exclusions of white women-generated radical feminist thought covered in Week 6. (Worth 10% per individual post) 

On 10/10, Module 2 groups will discuss the postings of group members (20 minutes), and during the rest of class we will have open discussion on the readings. 
Week 8 (Oct. 15, 17)  Immigrant Women and Feminism 
Readings to be completed by 10/15:

Mitsuye Yumata, “Asian Pacific American Women and Feminism” (1981)

Anna Nietogomez, “Chicana Feminism” (1976)

Gloria Anzaldua, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza: A New Consciousness” (1987)
Film to be viewed in class 10/15: Mountains That Take Wing
Assignment due 10/15:

On the Blackboard Discussion Board Forum for Week 8, post an about 250-word (equivalent of about 1 double-spaced page) response to this week’s readings in which you 1) address a couple of relationships between Black feminist and Immigrant feminist thought and 2) comment on how a feminist lens advances analysis and inclusion in terms of immigrant rights  (Worth 10% per individual post) 

On 10/17, Module 2 groups will discuss the postings of group members and any new insights from film (20 minutes), and during the rest of class we will have open discussion on the readings and film. 

Extra Credit Opportunity
Dr. Valentine Moghadam, Professor of International Affairs and Gender Studies at Northeastern University, will be giving a public lecture on Oct. 17 or 18 on women in the democratic transitions post-the 2011 Arab Spring (or Arab Revolutions as they are sometimes called) in the Middle East and Northern Africa. Students who attend this and come prepared (with notes they take at the lecture) to discuss the lecture in class during Week 10 can gain 5% extra credit points. More details to come. 
Week 9 (Oct. 22, 24) Indigenous Women and Feminism
Readings to be completed by 10/22:
Barbara Cameron, “Gee, You Don’t Seem Like an Indian from the Reservation” (1983)

Winona LaDuke, “Mothers of Our Nations: Indigenous Women Address the World” (1995)
Film to be viewed in class on 10/22:  Finding Dawn
On the Blackboard Discussion Board Forum for Week 9, post an about 250-word (equivalent of about 1 double-spaced page) response to this week’s readings in which you 1) address a couple of differences between indigenous women’s and immigrant women’s political thought and 2) comment on how indigenous women bring questions of environmental sustainability to the fore in feminist political demands (Worth 10% per individual post) 

On 10/24, Module 2 groups will discuss the postings of group members and any new insights from film (20 minutes), and during the rest of class we will engage in a mid-term evaluation process in which we consider what we have learned thus far and what we will cover and do in the remainder of the course.  

Extra Credit Opportunity
Dr. Kemala Kempadoo, Professor of Social Sciences, Caribbean Studies, Women’s Studies, and Development Studies at York University, will be giving a public lecture on Oct. 25 on sex work in international perspective. Students who attend this and come prepared (with notes they take at the lecture) to discuss the lecture in class during Week 10 can gain 5% extra credit points. More details to come. 
Module 3: Women and Global Feminist Revolutions
Week 10 (Oct. 29, 31) Resources and Instructions for Remaining Assignments 
No Readings
10/29:  (tentative) Class meeting with Sally Moffitt, Langsam Library Bibliographer for WGSS (and reports on the Moghadam and Kempadoo lecture from those who attended)
10/31: (tentative) Class meeting with reps of UC Women’s and LGBT Centers and other campus advocacy organizations

Remaining Assignments Instructions:

1.Research a “revolutionary woman” not covered in the course readings in terms of her biography, her writings, and her contributions to political, social, and/or economic thought (and activism where relevant) for social inclusion and justice. A list of sources for identifying women and accessing their work for this assignment will be provided, and Sally Moffitt of Langsam Library will provide students with additional search and research strategies. Once the research is completed, write a 5-7 page, double-spaced research paper (in Word) that contains the following: a brief biography of the thinker(/activist) including her primary publications, a summary of the key revolutionary ideas she has contributed that extend and/or transform the demands for change made in particular political and/or feminist revolutions, and an analysis of one of her major writings that supports your and others’ claims that have written about her about her revolutionary ideas. Models for this can be found in some of the course readings. All papers must use appropriate citations and references consistent with a particular parenthetical reference system of your choice (MLA, APSA, Harvard, etc, examples of which can be found through the library website). Submit your papers through Blackboard under Assignments by November 21. (Worth 20%)
2. Volunteer to participate in some way with a campus or community organization committed to social inclusion and (gender, sexual orientation, race) equality or interview several members of such an organization about that work. Prepare a 4-5 page report on your experience or findings from interviews that includes the following:  a description of the organization including its mission, structure, and programs, a discussion of the activities which you volunteer to participate in or learn more about from interviews in terms of how they relate to greater social inclusion and justice, and relate these activities to ideas articulated in particular course readings—how are they the result or legacies of one or more revolutionary thinkers you have studied?  Some possible campus and community organizations you can contact will be provided by organizational visitors to the class on 10/31 and use appropriate citations and references where applicable. Submit your reports through Blackboard under Assignments by December 3. (Worth 15%)
3. Briefly present your research papers and experiential learning reports (5 minutes per student) during our final week of the course (points will be deducted if you fail to do this). We will set up a presentation schedule.

Week 11 (Nov. 5, 7) Women for Peace
Readings to be completed by 11/5:

Helen Kay, “How WILPF Began” (2008) (see http://www.ukwilpf.org/history/how-did-wilpf-start) 
Revolutionary Association of Women of Afghanistan, “Let Us Struggle Against War and Fundamentalism and for Peace and Democracy!” (2002)

Felicity Hill and Mikele Aboitiz, “Women Are Opening Doors in Afghanistan: Security Council Resolution 1325 in Afghanistan” (2004)

Other readings by Cynthia Enloe and Carol Cohn (TBA)
Film to be viewed in class on 11/7:  Women on the Frontlines

Special Events:
Cynthia Enloe, Professor Emerita of Women’s Studies and Government at Clark University and  Carol Cohn, Director of the Boston Consortium for Peace and Security, will be giving public lectures on women and peacebuilding on 11/4  and will hold a special session for WGSS students on 11/5 on this topic and research, internship, and career opportunities related to it during our class time. Our class will likely meet in French 4616/4614 for this special session. Students are highly encouraged to attend the public lectures on 11/4 if at all possible. Students are also welcome to attend the National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference in Cincinnati Nov. 8-11. You can learn more about the conference at www.nwsa.org .  You may also qualify for Undergraduate Student Taft funding for student registration, but must apply well in advance (will discuss this early in the course).  More details on all this to come. 
Week 12 (Nov. 12, 14) Women for Global Justice
Readings to complete by 11/12:

Fourth UN Conference on Women, “The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action” (1995)

World Social Forum World March of Women, “Women’s Global Charter for Humanity” (2006)
Film to be viewed in class on 11/14:  It’s Up to Us!
Class discussion on 11/12 on readings, events, and films during Weeks 11 and 12 
Week 13 (Nov. 19, 21) Women for Women’s Human Rights and Sustainability
Readings to be completed by 11/19:

Nawal El Saadawi, excerpts from The Hidden Face of Eve (1980)
Charlotte Bunch and Niamh Reilly, excerpts from Demanding Accountability: The Global Campaign and Vienna Tribunal for Women’s Human Rights (1994)
Vandana Shiva, “Globalization and Poverty: Economic Globalization has Become a War Against Nature and the Poor” (2000)

YouTube shorts of El Saadawi, Shiva, and Charlotte Bunch (TBA) to be viewed on 11/19
Class discussion on readings and shorts on 11/21 and reports on Moghadam lecture from those who attended
Short Research Paper due 11/21.
Module 4: Becoming a Revolutionary Thinker and Actor
Week 14 (Nov. 26) Third Wave Feminist Revolutionary Thinkers and Actors
Readings to be completed by 11/26:
Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards, “Third Wave Manifesta” (2000)

All in one file (Today’s Feminisms) from Colonize This! (2002):
Lisa Weiner-Mahfuz, “A Mixed Race Feminist in Movements for Social Justice”

Rebecca Hurdis, “Heartbroken: Women of Color and Third Wave Feminism”
Susan Muaddi Durraj, “It is Not an Oxymoron: The Search for an Arab Feminism”

Class Discussion, first in small groups on what they would include in feminist social justice “manifesto” today, and then open class discussion on this and readings more generally.

Week 15 (Dec. 3, 5) Research Papers and Experiential Reports Presentations


          Course Conclusion and Final Course Evaluations
Experiential Learning Report due 12/3.
HAPPY BREAK!
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