FEMINIST THEORY: GLOBAL (WGS 755/461)

University of Cincinnati
Winter Quarter 2012
Wednesdays 2-4:30pm

French 4616
Dr. Anne Sisson Runyan

Office:  3306 French Hall

Office Phone/Voicemail:  556-6652; Cell for emergencies: 706-0125
Email:  anne.runyan@uc.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays 2-4 pm and by appointment (I am available to meet outside my regularly scheduled office hours but it is best to email me to set up an appt.)
Course Description and Objectives
This joint graduate/advanced undergraduate seminar will examine various approaches to transnational feminist thought which emerged  simultaneously from postcolonial, diasporic, migration, critical globalization, and critical security studies in the face of the rise of contemporary features of global governance: neoliberalism, militarism, and neocolonialism/neoimperialism (or Empire) . It also emerged within feminist thought as a response to the” political and intellectual constraints of international feminism and global feminisms,” with the former “too rigidly adhering to nation-state borders and paying inadequate attention to the forces of globalization” and the latter too “prioritizing of northern feminist agendas and perspectives and homogenizing women’s struggles for sociopolitical justice” (Nagar and Swarr 2010: 4). It is particularly concerned with the gendered, racialized, sexualized, and classed nature of world economic, political, and cultural structures and inequalities and the question of feminist solidarities to resist these forces. It is also focused on the (re)production of neoliberalized subjectivities and militarized identities that sustain neocolonial relations. More recently, queer studies have also become more transnationalized, focusing attention on the global “governance of intimacy” through the (re)production of hetero- and homo-normativities and the problematics of homonationalisms and homoimperialisms. This course is structured around engaging texts and videos that bring in case studies from around the world to develop transnational feminist/queer theoretical and methodological literacy, to critique global processes  and transnational encounters, and to consider transnational feminist praxis—its problems and potentialities. Required for WGSS MA and grad certificate students; elective for WGSS majors and others.
Our inquiry throughout the quarter will be guided by the following questions:
Why the transnational turn in feminist and queer inquiry? 
How do neocolonization, militarization, and neoliberal globalization depend on interlocking processes of gendering, racialization, sexualization, and class formations?

How are feminisms/queer perspectives both resistant to and implicated in global power productions/projections?

How are neoliberal and militarized subjectivities (re)produced and resisted through transnational encounters of various sorts?   
What constitutes ant-imperialist feminist/queer resistance and can it be actualized?
Required Texts
Available through UC bookstore and Amazon as paperbacks or ebooks:

Enloe, Cynthia.  Nimo’s War, Emma’s War: Making Feminist Sense of the Iraq War. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2010.  

Grewal, Inderpal.  Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, Neoliberalisms.  Durham:  Duke University Press, 2005.  

Jonasdottir, Anna G., Valerie Bryson, and Kathleen B. Jones.  Sexuality, Gender, and Power: Intersectional and Transnational Perspectives.  New York: Routledge, 2011.  

Hegde, Radha Sarma.  Circuits of Visibility: Gender and Transnational Media Cultures.  New York: New York University Press, 2011.  

Additional Readings

Additional readings listed in the Course Outline are provided in the Documents section of Blackboard (on the metacourse site set up for this course). (Note: those readings that appear sideways in pdf form can be rotated upright by placing the cursor inside the first page of the article, right clicking, and hitting the “rotate clockwise” prompt twice—this will change the orientation for the whole article for reading).
Course Requirements

Students are required to:

1)Attend weekly seminars and come fully prepared for class discussions by completing the readings and viewing the powerpoints assigned for each seminar meeting in advance and participating in class discussions.  All students must come prepared with one question for class discussion that the readings evoked for them. Class attendance, preparation, and participation = 10 points (10%) total @1 point per class.  

2)Prepare and submit six 2-3-page, double-spaced think pieces based on course readings for Weeks 3 through 8.  Each think piece should identify 2-3 arguments/insights from any of the readings assigned for a given week that you think contributes significantly to advancing transnational feminist thought and why. You are to submit each on the Blackboard discussion board (by attachment in Word or through cut and paste in rich text format) one day prior to the class (preferably by early evening at latest) for which each is assigned so all can view each other’s work prior to class. Students are encouraged to respond to each other’s work on the discussion board, but this is not required. In your written work, any quotations/paraphrases from the readings should be documented parenthetically with the author’s name and  page number(s) (or only the page number(s) if author’s name in sentence prior to cite)—no works cited needed as these papers will draw from course readings.   Think pieces = 60 points (or 60%) total @ 10 points each.
3) Prepare, submit, and present a research paper (8-10 double-spaced pages for undergraduates and 12-14 double-spaced pages for graduates, excluding references and due at the end of the week of our final class meeting) that is organized around a full-length (not just a clip) video/film (documentary or feature) that engages transnational feminist/queer themes. You can use videos presented in the course or referenced in the course readings or others available online, in the library, or through a video store.  You should use the video/film as the takeoff point (or framing) for examining the issue(s) it raises (e.g., women in militarized conflicts in a particular locale, exploitation by global capital of  gendered, racialized, and sexualized labor in particular places, gender and development, sex/human trafficking, international women’s and sexual minority rights campaigns/events, social movements in particular contexts in resistance to war or globalization, women/queers anti-(neo)colonial struggles or indigenous movements for self-determination, nationalist or corporate suppression of rights, critiques of US foreign policy, etc.).  While the video/film will direct your subject matter and constitute some information about it, all students should provide either a gender and/or queer analysis of the issue from transnational theoretical perspectives, based on additional resources on it from such perspectives that would expand upon or provide context or information missing from the film treatment.   You may use course readings/texts to develop and document your particular topic, but you are also expected to do additional research (using and documenting at least four more sources for undergraduates and six more sources for graduate students outside the course readings/texts—mostly academic in print or online, but can additionally use other popular sources online).  Graduate students are also expected to provide a transnational feminist/queer reading of the video/film itself as to how well or problematically it represents the issue under study. We will do a check-in midway through the course in class to hear what videos/films you have identified that will guide your research paper content. During the final two classes of the quarter, students will do mini-presentations of their close to complete papers (5 minutes each) in which they outline their arguments and conclusions (no powerpoints as time-consuming, but can prepare a one-page handout if wish), followed by class discussion after all papers are presented. You may use whatever parenthetical reference system you are comfortable with (MLA, APA, APSA, Harvard, etc)—just be consistent with your parenthetical references and Reference List/Works Cited. Few, if any, endnotes or footnotes are expected and only if qualifying/clarifying.  Research paper and presentation = 30 points (or 30%).
Course Guidelines
In this course, all informed points of view will be listened to and respectfully considered. In addition to being respectful of each other in class discussions, students are also expected to attend class, hand in completed work on time, and avoid plagiarism of any kind by appropriately documenting sources of quotations, ideas, and arguments. 
Unexcused absences (those not cleared with the professor in advance and/or without medical or other emergency documentation) will result in point deductions and 4 or more unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. On the other hand, full attendance of all classes can result in grade bumps in borderline cases.

Assignments must be turned in on their due dates for full credit, with think pieces due one day prior to class. Written assignments handed in late will result in point deductions (1 point per each day late) unless there are serious problems of which the professor is informed of in advance of the due date or documented medical or other emergencies provided to the professor so that adjustments can be made if warranted. There is no make-up for final research paper presentations, and those who miss presenting will have 3 points taken off their final research paper grade.
All are expected to abide by the University Rules, including the Student Code of Conduct, and other documented policies of the department, college, and university related to academic integrity.  Any violation of these regulations, including acts of plagiarism or cheating, will be dealt with on an individual basis according to the severity of the misconduct.  It is each student's responsibility to know and comply with the Student Code of Conduct, which defines behavior expected of all University of Cincinnati students and behavior considered misconduct.  Sanctions and penalties are outlined.  The Code of Conduct is available in the college office and online at http://www.uc.edu/ucinfo/conduct.html Definitions of cheating, plagiarism, and penalties are in the Code of Conduct.  The definition of plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying another student's work, copying materials without proper citation, paraphrasing without proper citation and failing to cite all sources used and/or consulted.  Examples of unacceptable plagiarism can be reviewed at:  http://www.Indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html#original  

If you have any special needs related to your participation in this course, including identified visual impairment, hearing impairment, physical impairment, communication disorder, and/or specific learning disability that may influence your performance in this course, you should meet with the professor to arrange for reasonable provisions to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all requirements of this course.  At the discretion of the professor, some accommodations may require prior approval by Disability Services.

Students can get help from the A & S Writing Center by calling 556-3912 to schedule an appointment or a series of appointments with a tutor.  It is important to schedule in advance and not wait until the end of the quarter.  If, on the basis of initial assignments, the professor recommends that a student see a tutor for your writing, proof of having done so should be submitted to the professor before the end of the course. 

Sally Moffitt is the Langsam librarian specializing in women’s studies resources and you can make an individual appointment with her for research assistance.

Grading (points/percentages) will follow the University schema: 93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-82 = B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72 = C-; 67-69 = D+; 63-66 = D; 60-62 = D-; below 60 = F

Finally, this syllabus is subject to modification and notifications of course changes/class cancellations (due to illness or weather) will be made through Blackboard announcements or email.
 Course Outline

(Note: we may have search candidates visit our class in January; you should also attend if possible their research presentations/meetings with students held separately from classes)
WEEK ONE (1/4)  Feminism in a Transnational Frame
In Documents:
Mohanty, Chandra. 2003. “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses” and “’Under Western Eyes’ Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anticapitalist Struggles.” In Feminism without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity, pp. 17-42.  Durham: Duke University Press.

Ahmed, Sarah. 2000. “Close Encounters: Feminism and/in ‘the Globe.” Chapter 8 in Strange Encounters.  London:  Routledge.
Mendoza, Breny. 2002. “Transnational Feminisms in Question.” Feminist Theory 3(3): 295-314.
Women, Gender, Sexuality, and Militarization
WEEK TWO (1/11)  The War(s) “Out There”
Enloe, Chapters 1-5

Cockburn chapter in Jonasdottir et al
In Documents:

Nguyen, Mimi Thi. 2011. “The Biopower of Beauty: Humanitarian Imperialisms and Global Feminisms in an Age of Terror.” Signs 36(2):  360-383.

WEEK THREE (1/18)  The War(s) “at Home”
Enloe, Chapters, 6-9 and Conclusion
Grewal, Chapter 5
In Documents:

Puar, Jasbir K. 2007. “The Sexuality of Terrorism.” In Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times, pp. 37-113. Durham: Duke University Press.

Video Screening: “War Redefined” (2011)

Think  piece #1 due 1/17
Gender, Sexuality, (Neo)Colonization, and Neoliberal Globalization
WEEK FOUR (1/25)  Neoliberal Governmentalization of Citizenship and Rights
Grewal, Introduction and Chapters 3 and 4
Jackson chapter in Jonasdottir 
In Documents:

Bernstein, Elizabeth. 2010. “Militarized Humanitarianism Meets Carceral Feminism: The Politics of Sex, Rights, and Freedom in Contemporary Antitrafficking Campaigns.” Signs 36 (1): 45-71.

Possible guest speaker: Rina Williams

Think piece #2 due 1/24
WEEK FIVE (2/1) Sexual Politics and (Neo)Colonialism
In Documents:

McClintock, Anne. 1995. “The Lay of the Land: Genealogies of Imperialism.” In Imperial Leather: Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Context, pp. 21-60. New York: Routledge.

Alexander, M. Jacqui. 2005.  “Imperial Desire/Sexual Utopias: White Gay Capital and Transnational Tourism.”  In Pedagogies of Crossing: Meditations on Feminism, Sexual Politics, Memory and the Sacred, pp. 66-88.  Durham: Duke University Press.

Video Screening:  “The War We Are Living”

Possible guest speaker:  Olga Sanmiguel-Valderrama

Think  piece #3 due 1/31
Identification of video/film that will frame research paper in class
WEEK SIX (2/8) Sexual Politics and Globalization
Barriteau, Kahlina, Tornqvist, Zhang, and Chou chapters in Jonasdottir et al
In Documents: 

Lind, Amy. 2010. “Introduction: Development, Global Governance, and Sexual Subjectivities.”  In Development, Sexual Rights, and Global Governance, pp. 1-19.  London: Routledge.
Possible guest speaker: Amy Lind 

Think  piece #4 due 2/7
Transnational Subjects and the Politics of Visibility/Representation

WEEK SEVEN (2/15) Under Western Eyes
Duvall, Moorti, Moallem, and Yue chapters in Hegde

In Documents:
Rowley, Michelle V. 2011. “Where the Streets Have No Name: Getting Development out of the (RED).”  In Gender and Global Restructuring, 2nd Edition, eds. Marianne H. Marchand and Anne Sisson Runyan, pp. 78-98.  London: Routledge.
Video Screening: “Peace Unveiled” (2011)

Think  piece #5 due 2/14
WEEK EIGHT (2/22)  Under Neoliberal Eyes
Echchaibi, Parameswaran, Valdivia, Hegde, Sun, Padias, and Al-Quasimi chapters in Hegde
Think  piece #6 due 2/21
The Question of Transnational Feminist Praxis

WEEK NINE (2/29) Resisting Imperialist Identities 
Ferguson and Hearn chapters in Jonasdottir et al
In Documents:
Butler, Judith. 2010. “Introduction: Precarious Life; Grievable Life.” In Frames of War, pp. 1-32. London: Verso.
Research paper presentations
WEEK TEN (3/7) Engaging in Transnational Feminist Practices
Thayer, Millie. 2010. “Uneasy Allies: The Making of a Transnational Feminist Counterpublic” and “Movement or Market?.” In Making Transnational Feminism: Rural Women, NGO Activists, and Northern Donors in Brazil, pp. 35-52, 164-169. New York: Routledge.
Swarr, Amanda Lock and Richa Nagar (eds). 2010. Critical Transnational Feminist Praxis. Albany: SUNY Press: Introduction and Chapters 2 (Desai, Bouchard, and Detourney) and 5 (Peake and DeSouza), pp. 1-22, 46-64, 105-123.
Research paper presentations

Research paper due 3/9

Happy Spring Break!
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