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Course Description and Objectives
This seminar will examine the development of variously international, global, and transnational feminist thought and the tensions within and among these streams of scholarship as they have arisen within the contexts of shifting forms of domination in world politics—(neo)colonialism, realpolitik, neoliberal globalization—and attempted to reveal and grapple with the gendered (and racialized, sexualized, and classed) nature of the violences of  imperialism, militarization, and world economic inequalities and the question of feminist solidarities to resist these processes. The course is structured around debates about what constitutes global or/vs. transnational feminism and varying feminist approaches to questions of global governance, security, and political economy, with special attention to feminist/queer critiques of global gender regimes, the “war on terror,” and neoliberal globalization. It concludes with contemporary readings of and concerns about transnational feminist praxis—its problems and potentialities. Required for WGSS MA and grad certificate students; elective for WGSS majors and others.
Our inquiry throughout the quarter will be guided by the following questions:
Why the global/transnational turn in feminist inquiry?  
What are the political differences and tensions among international, global, and transnational feminist approaches? 
How are feminisms both implicated in and resistant to global institutions and processes?

How does the power of gender, as an intersectional meta-lens, undergird various forms of domination in global politics? 
How do imperialism, militarization, and neoliberal globalization depend on the gendered, racialized, sexualized, and classed divisions of power, violence, labor, and resources?

How are gender and sexual rights, as markers of modernity, enlisted paradoxically to perpetrate direct and structural violence against those “othered”?  
How can the dichotomies of universal vs. particularistic, global vs.local, redistribution vs. recognition, and global vs. transnational feminism be problematized?

What constitutes ant-imperialist feminist resistance and can it be actualized?
Required Text

Available through UC bookstores and Amazon:

Peterson, V. Spike and Anne Sisson Runyan. 2010.  Global Gender Issues in the New Millennium.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Additional Readings

Additional readings listed in the Course Outline are provided in the Documents section of Blackboard (on the metasection site set up for this course). (Note: those readings that appear sideways in pdf form can be rotated upright by placing the cursor inside the first page of the article, right clicking, and hitting the “rotate clockwise” prompt twice—this will change the orientation for the whole article for reading).
Course Requirements

Students are required to:

1)Attend weekly seminars and come fully prepared for class discussions by completing the readings assigned for each seminar meeting in advance and participating in in-class activities/discussion.  Class attendance, reading preparation, and participation = 20 points total/2 points per class (or 20%).  

2)Participate in the Blackboard discussion board and class discussion in the following way:  Graduate students will take turns leading the discussion board and class discussion each week by posting two questions (contextualized within at least one paragraph each) on the  discussion based on the readings at least two days in advance of the class they are leading to stimulate discussion board and class discussion. Questions should cut across the readings for the week and be designed to further clarify and/or excavate ideas, draw parallels and differentiations in analysis, elucidate debates in the literature, and/or relate to past or contemporary phenomenon to show familiarity with the readings and make for lively discussion (passages/quotes can be used to as jump off points). Relevant links or other attachments may also be posted to prompt discussion. Other students (undergraduates and non-leading graduate students) must respond to two questions posted each week by 1-2 graduate students on the discussion board prior to the class for which the questions are posed.  These responses (at least one paragraph each) should also show familiarity with the readings (passages/quotes can also be enlisted) and can include such things as counter-arguments, reflections, and/or examples as well as links to additional materials.  These questions and responses will constitute the core of our class discussion facilitated by the graduate student(s) who posed the discussion board questions.  Blackboard discussion board/class discussion = 20 points total/2 points per class (or 20%).

3)Prepare and submit three essays (5-7 pages for undergrads and 8-10 pages for graduate students  based on course readings and essay questions found in the course outline (Further instructions provided on Blackboard/in class).  Essays = 60 points total/20 points each (or 60%/20% each). 
Course Guidelines
In this course, all informed points of view will be listened to and respectfully considered. In addition to being respectful of each other in class discussions, students are also expected to attend class, hand in completed work on time, and avoid plagiarism of any kind by appropriately documenting sources of quotations, ideas, and arguments. 
Unexcused absences (those not cleared with the professor in advance and/or without medical or other emergency documentation) will result in point deductions and 4 or more unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. On the other hand, full attendance of all classes can result in grade bumps in borderline cases.
Assignments must be turned in on their due dates for full credit, with discussion questions and responses due prior to class.  Late discussion questions/responses will not be accepted, and other written assignments handed in late will result in point deductions (1 point per each day late) unless there is a documented medical or other emergency/serious problem of which the professor is informed of in advance of the due date so that adjustments can be made if warranted. 

All are expected to abide by the University Rules, including the Student Code of Conduct, and other documented policies of the department, college, and university related to academic integrity.  Any violation of these regulations, including acts of plagiarism or cheating, will be dealt with on an individual basis according to the severity of the misconduct.  It is each student's responsibility to know and comply with the Student Code of Conduct, which defines behavior expected of all University of Cincinnati students and behavior considered misconduct.  Sanctions and penalties are outlined.  The Code of Conduct is available in the college office and online at http://www.uc.edu/ucinfo/conduct.html Definitions of cheating, plagiarism, and penalties are in the Code of Conduct.  The definition of plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying another student's work, copying materials without proper citation, paraphrasing without proper citation and failing to cite all sources used and/or consulted.  Examples of unacceptable plagiarism can be reviewed at:  http://www.Indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html#original  

If you have any special needs related to your participation in this course, including identified visual impairment, hearing impairment, physical impairment, communication disorder, and/or specific learning disability that may influence your performance in this course, you should meet with the professor to arrange for reasonable provisions to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all requirements of this course.  At the discretion of the professor, some accommodations may require prior approval by Disability Services.

Students can get help from the A & S Writing Center by calling 556-3912 to schedule an appointment or a series of appointments with a tutor.  It is important to schedule in advance and not wait until the end of the quarter.  If, on the basis of initial assignments, the professor recommends that a student see a tutor for your writing, proof of having done so should be submitted to the professor before the end of the course. 

Sally Moffitt is the Langsam librarian specializing in women’s studies resources and you can make an individual appointment with her any research assistance you might seek.

Grading (points/percentages) will follow the University schema: 93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-82 = B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72 = C-; 67-69 = D+; 63-66 = D; 60-62 = D-; below 60 = F

Finally, this syllabus is subject to modification and notifications of course changes/class cancellations (due to illness or weather) will be made through Blackboard announcements or email.
 Course Outline

The Global/Transnational Feminist Turn: Origins and Debates

WEEK ONE (1/4)  Gender/Feminism in a Global Frame
Text:  Peterson and Runyan, Chapters 1 and 2

Documents:
Mackie, Vera. 2001. “The Language of Globalization: Transnationality and Feminism.” International Feminist Journal of Politics 3(2): 180-206.
WEEK TWO (1/11) Early Transnational Feminist Theorizing
Documents:
Mohanty, Chandra. 1984 originally in Signs; 2003 reprint. “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses.” In Feminism without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity, pp. 17-42.  Durham: Duke University Press.
Enloe, Cynthia. 1989. “Gender Makes the World Go Round” and “Nationalism and Masculinity.” In Bananas, Beaches, & Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics, pp. 1-18, 42-64. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Grewal, Inderpal and Caren Kaplan.  1994.  “Introduction: Transnational Feminist Practices and Questions of Postmodernity.”  In Scattered Hegemonies: Postmodernity and Transnational Feminist Practices, pp. 1-33.  Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.
Narayan, Uma. 1997. “Emissaries, Mirrors, and Authentic Insiders as Preoccupations.” In Dislocating Cultures: Identities, Traditions, and Third World Feminism, pp. 119-158. New York: Routledge.
Feminism and Global Governance
WEEK THREE (1/18) The Making of International and Global Gender Regimes
Text:  Peterson and Runyan, Chapter 3

Documents:

Hawkesworth, Mary E. 2006.  “Feminists Go Global: Reclaiming a History” and selection from “Outsiders, Insiders, and Outsiders Within: Feminist Strategies for Global Transformation.” In Globalization and Feminist Activism, pp. 29-90.  Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield.
Pettman, Jindy. 2004. “Global Politics and Transnational Feminisms.” In Feminist Politics, Activism, & Vision, ed. Luciana Ricciutelli et al., pp. 49-63.
Spurlin, William J.  2010. “Resisting Heteronormativity/Resisting Recolonisation: Affective Bonds between Indigenous Women in Southern Africa and the Difference(s) of Postcolonial Feminist History.”  Feminist Review 95: 10-26.
WEEK FOUR (1/25) Critiquing Global Sisterhood and Women’s Human Rights
Documents:

Naghibi, Nima. 2007. “Scopophic Desires: Unveiling Iranian Women.” In Rethinking Global Sisterhood: Western Feminism and Iran,pp. 35-73.  Minneapolis: University of Minneapolis Press.
Hesford, Wendy S. and Wendy Kozol. 2005. “Introduction.” In Just Advocacy? Women’s Human Rights, Transnational Feminisms, and the Politics of Representation, pp. 1-29. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.
Grewal, Inderpal. 2006. “’Women’s Rights as Human Rights’”: The Transnational Production of Global Feminist Subjects.”  In Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, Neoliberalisms, pp. 121-157.  Durham: Duke University Press.
ESSAY NUMBER 1 DUE:  It has been argued that transnational feminism emerged as a response to the” political and intellectual constraints of international feminism and global feminisms,” with the former “too rigidly adhering to nation-state borders and paying inadequate attention to the forces of globalization” and the latter too “prioritizing of northern feminist agendas and perspectives and homogenizing women’s struggles for sociopolitical justice” (Nagar and Swarr 2010: 4). Drawing from at least 2 readings per week for grads and one reading per week for undegrads from Weeks 1-4, discuss how this argument can be supported but also complicated.  
Feminism and Militarization
WEEK FIVE (2/1) Engendering Security
Text: Peterson and Runyan, Chapter 4

Documents:

Young, Iris Marion. 2007. “The Logic of Masculinist Protection: Reflections on the Current Security State.” In Global Challenges: War, Self-Determination and Responsibility for Justice, pp. 117-139.
Oliver, Kelly. 2007. “Innocence, Vulnerability, and Violence.” In Women and Weapons of War: Iraq, Sex, and the Media, pp. 109-150.  New York: Columbia University Press.
Daley, Patricia O. 2008. “Constructing a Paradigm of Violence: A Feminist Perspective on Genocidal Politics.” In Gender & Genocide in Burundi, pp. 21-39. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
WEEK SIX (2/8) Queering the “War on Terror”

Documents: 

Battacharyya, Gargi. 2008. “Bodies, Fears, and Rights.” In Dangerous Brown Men: Exploiting Sex, Violence and Feminism in the War on Terror, pp. 46-73. London: Zed Books.
Richter-Montpetit, Melanie. 2007. “Empire, Desire, and Violence: A Queer Transnational Feminist Reading of the Prisoner ‘Abuse’ in Abu Ghraib and the Question of ‘Gender Equality.’” International Feminist Journal of Politics 9 (1): 38-59.
Puar, Jasbir K. 2007. “The Sexuality of Terrorism.” In Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times, pp. 37-113. Durham: Duke University Press.
Feminism and Neoliberal Globalization/Empire
WEEK SEVEN (2/15) Contesting (Neo/Re)Colonization 
Text: Peterson and Runyan, Chapter 5
Documents:

McClintock, Anne. 1995. “The Lay of the Land: Genealogies of Imperialism.” In Imperial Leather: Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Context, pp. 21-60. New York: Routledge.
Alexander, M. Jacqui. 2005.  “Imperial Desire/Sexual Utopias: White Gay Capital and Transnational Tourism.”  In Pedagogies of Crossing: Meditations on Feminism, Sexual Politics, Memory and the Sacred.  Durham: Duke University Press.
Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. 2003.  “’Under Western Eyes’ Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anticapitalist Struggles.” In Feminism without Borders, pp. 221-252.  Durham: Duke University Press.
Fraser, Nancy. 2009. “Feminism, Capitalism, and the Cunning of History,” New Left Review 56 (March/April). 
WEEK EIGHT (2/22)  Resisting Neoliberalism and the New Imperialism
Documents:
Rai, Shirin and Kate Bedford. 2010. “Feminists Theorize International Political Economy.” Signs 36 (1): 1-18.

Bernstein, Elizabeth. 2010. “Militarized Humanitarianism Meets Carceral Feminism: The Politics of Sex, Rights, and Freedom in Contemporary Antitrafficking Campaigns.” Signs 36 (1): 45-71.

Nguyen, Mimi Thi. 2011. “The Biopower of Beauty: Humanitarian Imperialisms and Global Feminisms in an Age of Terror.” Signs 36(2):  360-383.
ESSAY NUMBER 2 DUE:  Drawing on at least 2 readings per week for grads and 1 reading for per week for undergrads from Weeks 5-8, discuss how feminist and queer politics both disrupt and feed into the processes of militarization and (neo)(liberal) colonialism/globalization/empire.       
The Question of Transnational Feminist Praxis

WEEK NINE (3/1)  Resisting Imperialist Practices
Text:  Peterson and Runyan, Chapter 6

Documents:
Thayer, Millie. 2010. “Uneasy Allies: The Making of a Transnational Feminist Counterpublic” and “Movement or Market?.” In Making Transnational Feminism: Rural Women, NGO Activists, and Northern Donors in Brazil, pp. 35-52, 164-169. New York: Routledge.
Riley, Robin L. Chandra Mohanty, and Minnie Bruce Pratt (eds). 2008. Feminism and War: Confronting US Imperialism. London: Zed Books:  Introduction and Part One (pieces by Angela Davis, Zillah Eisenstein, Jasbir Puar, Patricia McFadden, Githae Mugo, and Amelia Chew), pp. 1-75. 
Butler, Judith. 2010. “Introduction: Precarious Life; Grievable Life.” In Frames of War, pp. 1-32. London: Verso.
WEEK TEN (3/8) Troubling Transnational Feminist Praxis
Documents:

Mendoza, Breny. 2002. “Transnational Feminisms in Question.” Feminist Theory 3(3): 295-314.
Swarr, Amanda Lock and Richa Nagar (eds). 2010. Critical Transnational Feminist Praxis. Albany: SUNY Press: Introduction and Chapters 2 (Desai, Bouchard, and Detourney) and 5 (Peake and DeSouza), pp. 1-22, 46-64, 105-123.
ESSAY NUMBER 3 DUE: Drawing from at least two readings per week from Weeks 9 and 10 and at least three others from earlier in the course, discuss the problematics and potentialities of transnational feminist inquiry and praxis in terms of resisting imperialist relations in the wider world and within feminist/queer thought and action. 
