Psychology 326 – Broken Brains – Spring, 2010





Syllabus

Instructor: Kenneth King, Ph.D.

Office:  Edwards 4130E

Email: kingkn@ucmail.uc.edu
MWF   11:00 – 11:50  Edwards 6126

Required Course Materials:

The DANA Guide to Brain Health  by Bloom, F.E., Beal, M.F., & Kupfer, D.J.    Dana Press, 2006.

Assorted articles and websites which will be assigned and posted on Blackboard. Note that these may involve a level of technical detail beyond that of the text.
Course Overview:
The purpose of this course is to acquaint the student with the range of brain-related disease which affect higher mental functions and behavior. The focus will be on causes (known and theoretical), symptoms and treatment. Additionally, the course will examine current research and the promise of new treatments.
 Oral and written exposition:

At the beginning of the course students will be asked if they prefer to present a 15-20 presentation (mini-lecture) on some research pertinent to the course or write a 10-page paper.  For those who choose the presentation  the instructor will use a randomized process to select dates for the presentations. Students will be encouraged to use the whiteboard or classroom projector if it will aid in the clarity of their presentation.
The paper will be in the Scientific American style, with their subjects matter approved by the instructor. This will emphasize careful review of new science in plain language suited to educated adults. These will not have to follow APA format, but will be graded with an emphasis on clear, accurate explanations of the research and thoughtful analysis of the significance of that research. Examples of the desired style will be made available.
Exams:

To test on overall knowledge of the course material there will be an online exam at the conclusion of each chapter, some chapters having more weight—depending on the number of class days devoted to that chapter. These exams will be objective style, delivered online through the Blackboard exam system. Each exam will be timed and will be available to be taken twice. Note that the exams will be fast. It is expected that students will thorough prepare ahead of time and will not attempt to look up answers online. 
Class participation: 

Note that this is a graded part of the course—consisting of two parts .  The first is standard classroom participation (questions, comments, stories).  A second part is described below. 
All students will be assigned a day on which to be an official “discussant”, someone who will, at the conclusion of the lecture comment on and add to the lecture or perhaps ask questions of the instructor. This will be facilitated by reading all of  the assigned readings before class so as to be prepared for this role. It is anticipated that two students each day will be assigned this task. It will consume the last 10 minutes of each class. NOTE. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor well ahead of time if (s)he must miss class on the assigned day. If a student simply fails to show on his/her day, a zero will be entered in the gradebook.
Attendance Policy:

While there is no formal attendance policy, the course has features which make attendance an important part of a student’s success. First, there will be a substantial amount of material (which will be tested on exams) that is available in the lecture only (NOT in the text and NOT on Blackboard).  Secondly, a record will be kept of your class participation. Obviously, missing class will detract from this score.

Course schedule (subject to revision):

Week 1 (Mar. 29 – April 4).

-Start reading chapters 1-11 & assigned readings on Blackboard ____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 2. (April 5 – 11)

-Finish chapters 1-11 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Complete online exam on Chs 1-11 (50 pts) by midnight Sunday 4/11/10 _____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 3. (April 12-18)
-Read chapter 12 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Complete online exam on Ch. 12 (25 pts) by midnight Sunday 4/18/10 ____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 4.  (April 19 – 25)
-Read chapter 13 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Complete online exam on Ch. 13 (25 pts) by midnight Sunday 4/25/10 _____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 5.  (April 26 – May 2)
-Start reading chapter 14 & assigned readings on Blackboard 
-Presentations:       Mon.- Hetzer;      Wed.- Chiappini;       Fri. –Robinson _____________________________________________________________________________________

Week 6. (May 3 – 9)
-Finish chapter 14 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Complete online exam on Ch. 14 (50 pts) by midnight Sunday 5/9/10 

-Presentations:       Mon.- Galvin;      Wed.- Schurdak;       Fri. –Huddleston _____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 7.  (May 10 – 16)
-Read chapter 16 & assigned readings on Blackboard
-Complete online exam on Ch. 16 (25 pts) by midnight Sunday 5/16/10
-Presentations:       Mon.- Sisk;      Wed.- Penick;       Fri. –Horn _____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 8.  (May 17 – 23)
-Read chapter 18 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Complete online exam on Ch. 18 (25 pts) by midnight Sunday 5/23/10


 -Presentations:       Mon.- Baum;      Wed.- Jones;       Fri. – Siegel _____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 9.  (May 24 – 30)
-Start reading chapter 19 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Presentations:       Mon.- Moss;      Wed.- Reedy;       Fri. – Rimer

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 10. (May 31 – June 6)
-Finish Chapter 19 & assigned readings on Blackboard

-Complete online exam on Ch. 19 (50 pts) by midnight Sunday  6/6/10
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Point System.
Exams  on weeks 2, 6, 10 are worth 50 points each        

3 X 50      = 150

Exams  on weeks 3, 4, 7, 8 are worth 25 points each        

4 X 25      = 100

The presentation or paper is worth 50 points


1 x 50         = 50

Discussant role is worth 20 points



1 X 20         = 20
Class participation is worth 30 points



1 X 30         = 30










___________

Total points available






      = 350
GRADING SYSTEM: Conventional (with + and -); e.g, 80-82 = B-

NOTE. This syllabus is subject to revision by the instructor.

