	Introduction to Psychology I

15-PSYC-101-004
T,Th – 2:00 – 3:20
Dyer 329
Fall Quarter, 2010


Instructor:

Kenneth King, Ph.D.



Office:

4130E One Edwards
E-Mail (preferred method of contact):                         
kingkn@ucmail.uc.edu            

Office Hours:   12:00 – 2:00 T,Th  (Appointment recommended)

Or, after class as time permits.  You are welcome to stop by unannounced at any time and during the hours above, but I cannot guarantee that I will be in my office unless you make an appointment.

Teaching Assistants: Michelle Bonnet (1)      bonnetmn@gmail.com      handling Students A - B

      Brad Henderson (2)     henderbe@mail.uc.edu     handling Students C - H    

      Jessica Long (3)          long2jn@mail.uc.edu        handling Students I - P

      Kyle Looker (4)            lookerkj@mail.uc.edu        handling Students Q - Z
	Required Texts


Kowalski, R. & Westen, D. (2008). Psychology 5th edition. John Wiley & Sons, NYC.                                         ISBN 978-0-470-08762-6.   See Course Documents on Blackboard for explanation of textbook (and Wiley Plus) options.
Dr.  King”s’ codes for Sona and WileyPlus
101-004 (Sona)
                   http://edugen.wiley.com/edugen/class/cls166928/ (WileyPlus)
Include your email in the “alternate email id” box
	Overview


This quarter of Introductory Psychology looks at the study of psychology, research methods, biological bases of mental life and behavior, sensation and perception, memory, thought and language, and intelligence.  You will have an opportunity--through reading, writing, Web activities, and research participation—to get a sense of these aspects of the Science of Psychology. 
Note that each student will be assigned to one of the four TAs (see Course Documents). Please note the name and email of yours. Your TA will be your primary contact person when you have a question. S(h)e will also be the one to grade your reaction papers.
IMPORTANT: To insure that you are very familiar with the syllabus and to provide you with some testing experience on Blackboard, there will be an online timed quiz on the syllabus. This can be taken up to three times (highest grade counts). It is due by Monday, Sept. 27 at midnight. Do not pass up this easy 20 points. Note that you must read the syllabus first because the quiz is timed (and fast).
	Course Requirements 


Reading: Reading assignments are provided in the Course Schedule below.  The basis of the class meeting will be on the assigned reading for that class.  
Quizzes and Exams: The course schedule will show a series of (unannounced) in-class quizzes as well as online exams (each on one chapter of the textbook). These will form the bulk of your grade. Some of the exams will be worth more than others—based on the class time devoted to that particular chapter.
Writing: There will be three reaction papers due during the term. These are 2-page papers in which you write a response/reaction to something that was specifically discussed during class on the chapter listed.
	Exams


Exams:   The exams are all online, to be taken on Blackboard. Each exam, based on one chapter, can be taken three times, with the highest grade counting. The three attempts cannot be taken immediately after one another; they are scheduled a day or so apart such that there is an enforced break between them (for studying). NOTE that you do not have to take all three. If you are satisfied with your first or second score, you do not need to go further. Similarly, if you are supremely confident, you may elect to skip the first and/or second and take your chances with just one or two attempts. The wise student, obviously, will take all three, using the experience of each to study for the next. The exam schedule will follow the same pattern (below) for each.

 Exam scheduling:    First attempt—Wed. 8 a.m. to Thurs. midnight


                                   Second attempt—Fri. 8 a.m. to Sat. midnight


                                   Third attempt—Sun. 8 a.m. to Mon. midnight

Each exam will be timed and be worth either 50 or 100 points, depending on the class time devoted to that chapter (one vs two weeks). Once you start the exam the clock starts and the exam must be completed. Therefore, make sure to be ready when you open the test AND make sure that you are working on a reliable computer with a strong internet connection.  If you do not finish within the allotted time, Blackboard will not compute your score and will force the instructor or the TA to go in and clear it or approve it. Since part of the rationale is for you to know the material well enough to complete the test in a certain time, you will be penalized for exams going over the time limit. It is best that you plan on submitting the exam once the timer gets within 30 seconds of the time limit.

Under extreme conditions (death in the family, hospitalization, serious illness with doctor’s note, traffic citation from accident), an optional make up exam will be made available (by permission only). This will also be on Blackboard and will be one attempt only. This will only be available for the week after the original chapter exam due date.
What is on the exam? The exams will consist of random selections of questions from a large pool of questions that comes from two sources: 1. The test item file from the author and publisher. 2. Questions specifically from the lecture which are NOT in the book. This is to encourage attendance and to give those who come to class a chance to demonstrate their knowledge.
Locked out of the exam? If you get locked out of your exam (usually from stopping in the middle or trying to Google something), you will need to immediately write to the TA in charge of Blackboard (Michelle Bonnet) so that he can clear that attempt (assuming there is still time for you to take it again). If this occurs more than once, Mike is instructed to begin deducting points for carelessness. One good reason for taking an exam early is give yourself time for a retake should you get locked out.
There is an “!” where a grade should be? This means you went over the time limit and points MAY be deducted.  (If you are within a minute of the time limit, you will probably be ok).  This “!” will be removed sometime during the quarter.  Please do not worry – it will have to be removed by the time the quarter is over. If you go over the limit by more than one minute, points will be deducted.
	Quizzes


Unannounced in-class quizzes: There will be one in-class quiz (worth 10 pts @) given some time during the coverage of each chapter (except ch. 1). These quizzes will be short (10 min.) and will cover only that day’s material. They will be relatively easy if you have paid attention (and taken minimal notes) during class. There will be a total of five (5) quizzes. Therefore, a total of 50 points are possible.
	Reaction Papers


Reaction Papers: Three times during the course you will be asked to write a reaction paper. This will be a 2 page paper (double spaced) in which you “react” to something that you heard in the two lectures (Monday & Wednesday) immediately preceding the due date. The instructions for the reaction paper will be posted in the Course Documents section of Bb. 
Hard copy needed. To facilitate grading by the TAs, you will turn in your paper as a hard copy (double-spaced). There will be four piles in the classroom, one for each TA. Please place yours (with your name on it) in the appropriate pile.
	Research Participation


Required Research Experience.  Psychology is an empirical science.  Therefore, it is important that you gain some firsthand familiarity with how research is conducted.  Direct experience affords you the opportunity to gain a greater appreciation of the psychological research design and methods.  Students in Introductory Psychology are required to gain this exposure in at least one of the following TWO ways:  

· Research Participation Option 1: You may serve as a participant in at least one hour of research sponsored by the Psychology Department.  If you choose this option, please be sure to see the handout posted in Bb regarding research participation which explains your rights and responsibilities, as well as the process for signing up for research opportunities (SONA). Because the number of such opportunities are limited in availability, we would encourage you to sign up early in the quarter. 

· Research Option 2:  Using PsychInfo (ask librarian or TA or see Course Documents), you must find an empirical research report on a topic of interest to you. Your article must be available in PDF or WORD (in .doc format, NOT .docx format and you must email it in that form to your TA to allow him/her to approve your article before you proceed with the assignment. Your job is to describe the method and findings of the article and assess the overall quality and impact of the article. You must email your completed 2-page paper to your TA as a WORD (.doc, not .docx) document before the last day of class. Grading will be done based on the quality of the arguments and the quality of the writing.

Completion of ONE of these research options will earn you TEN (10) points. Failure to complete this requirement through one of these two methods will result in a reduction in your final course grade by one-third of a letter grade.  ONLY ONE research option is allowed for credit (unless expanded later).

Please read through the RESEARCH PARTICIPATION information located in Bb.

· WORSE THING:  If you sign up for research and don’t show up to your scheduled appointment, 10 points will be deducted from your final class grade for every missed appointment.

	Extra Credit


Extra Credit: There is only ONE extra credit opportunity for this course.  If at least 75% of the class completes the online course evaluation, extra credit will be offered to EVERYONE.  
How your grade is calculated: Do NOT pay attention to any running totals or other calculations shown on Bb. To compute your grade the instructor will download the data from Bb into an Excel spreadsheet. It is there that any extra credit or penalties will be figured in. If you wish to keep track of where you are, then simply look on Bb, add up the number of points you have to that point, and then divide by the number of points which have been possible to that point in the course. The resulting percentage can then be used in the conventional grading system  to give you a letter grade (e.g., 81% = B-).

	Grading System

	


Exams:

Chapters 1, 2, 7, 8
50 pts @  X 4                                     = 200

Chapters 3, 4, 6                         100 pts @ X 3                                     = 300

Quizzes 
                                    10 pts @ X 5                                     =  50

Reaction Papers                          40 pts @ X 3                                     = 120
Research Experience                  10 pts.     X 1                                     =  10
Syllabus quiz (week 1)
20 pts      X 1
                =   20




           __________

Total


                    700     

	Intellectual Honesty


Intellectual integrity is insisted upon by the instructor and the institution.  Failure to live up to this expectation will affect your grade.  Violations of intellectual honesty will also result appropriate disciplinary action.  With a portion of your grade dependent on work done through the Web, please check with the Professor or TA if you are uncertain whether your behavior is within ethical bounds (e.g., use of Web material in a paper).  It is also imperative that you are familiar with the Student Code of Conduct:  http://www.uc.edu/ucinfo/conduct.html
This is especially important considering that exams will be taken independently through Bb.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Schedule:
Week 1 (begins Thursday 9/23 through to Oct 2):


-Chapter 1 in Kowalski


-Exam on Chapter 1 (Blackboard) due 9/30, 10/2, & 10/4 by midnight.

Week 2 (begins Monday 10/3):


-Chapter 2  in Kowalski                               Quiz one day this week

-Exam on Chapter 2 (Blackboard) due 10/7, 10/9, 10/11 by midnight.

Week 3 (begins Monday 10/10):


-Chapter 3 (1st half)  in Kowalski           Quiz one day this week or next

-Reaction paper (on ch. 3 lectures) due by end of class on Thursday 10/14. 

-No exam
Week 4 (begins Monday 10/17):


-Chapter 3 (2nd half) in Kowalski


- Exam on Chapter 3 (Blackboard) due 10/21, 10/23, 10/25 by midnight.

Week 5 (begins Monday 10/24):


-Chapter 4 (1st half) in Kowalski       Quiz one day this week or next

- No exam

Week 6 (begins Monday 10/31):


-Chapter 4 (2nd half) in Kowalski

-Reaction paper (on ch. 4 lectures) due by end of class Thursday 11/4

-Exam on Chapter 4 (Blackboard) due 11/4, 11/6, 11/8 by midnight

Week 7 (begins Monday 11/7)         NOTE. No class Thursday (Veterans Day)

-Chapter 6 (1st half) in Kowalski          Quiz one day this week or next

-No exam


Week 8 (begins Monday 11/14):


-Chapter 6 (2nd half) in Kowalski 



-Exam on Chapter 6 (Blackboard) due 11/18, 11/20, 11/22 by midnight

Week 9 (begins Monday 11/21):        NOTE. No class Thursday (Thanksgiving)

-Chapter 7 in Kowalski


-Reaction Paper (on Ch. 6 lectures) due by end of class Tuesday 11/23
           -Exam on Chapter 7 (Blackboard) due 11/25, 11/27. 5/29 by midnight

Week 10 (begins Monday 11/28):


 -Chapter 8 in Kowalski
                 Quiz one day this week

- Exam  on chapter 8 (Blackboard) due 12/2, 12/4, 12/6 by midnight

Exam week    NO FINAL EXAM
***Syllabus is subject to change at professor’s discretion.***

